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TrinitySunday
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Depicting the Holy Trinity

The first Sunday after Pentecost, the Church
celebrates the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This dogma concerning
the reality of God is the key to understanding the
truth of our Christian faith. The God of Israel is
evealed to us as Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier in
the life and mission of Jesus Christ. Through the
power of the Holy Spirit, the Father sent his Son as
Savior of the world. In a way that we can scarcely

comprehend, these three Persons are only one God.

The doctrine of the Most Holy Trinity is a
mystery of faith. It is not easy to understand, much
less to imagine or portray the Trinity in sacred art.
Nevertheless, many artists have tried to paint
symbolically the truth of the Most Holy Trinity. In
numerous images artists imagine the Father carrying
Jesus on the cross and breathing the Holy Spirit over
him in the form of a dove. In other representations,
the Father and the Son are depicted as enthroned
together above the clouds, breathing the Holy Spirit
into existence. The wings of the dove are touching
the lips of the Fatthe inexpressible, profound truth
of the Most Holy Trinity.
her and the Son, recalling the words of the Creed
that it is the Holy Spirit “who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified.” In some images the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit are shown in heaven
receiving humanity, represented by Mary. Whatever

the image, they all seek to express

FirstReading — The Lorp, merciful and gracious, rich in kindness
and faithfulness (Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9).

Psalm — Glory and praise for ever!
(Daniel 3:52,53,54,55).

Second Reading — Brothers and sisters, rejoice. Live with one
another in peace, and the God of peace will be with you (2
Corinthians 13:11-13).

Gospel — God did not send the Son to condemn the world, but to
give it abundant life (John 3:16-18).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14;

Ps 87:1-3, 5-7; Jn 19:25-34

Tuesday: 1 Peter 1:10-16; Ps98:1,2-3ab; 3cd-4;

G Mk 10:28-31
Wednesday: 1Pt 1:18-25; Ps 147:12-13, 14-

15, 19-20
Thursday: 1 Peter 2:2-5, 9-12; PS 100:2,3,4,5; G Mk

10:46-52
Friday: 1 Peter 4:7-13; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13; G 11:11-26
Saturday: Jude 17, 20b-25; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6 ; G Mk 11:27-33
Sunday: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; Ps Dn 3:52-55; 2 Cor 13:11-13;

Jn 3:16-18

GOD’S LIFE AND LOVE

Throughout the liturgical cycle of Sundays and
seasons, there are certain days that invite us to focus on
particular aspects of our faith. Today is such a day, when we
celebrate the solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. On this
Sunday after Pentecost, we reflect on the mystery of our
Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. From the moment
of creation, through the encounter of Moses with God on the
mountain, through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, with
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, our understanding and
appreciation of God’s very life has unfolded and deepened.
Jesus came into the world to make God’s life and love known,
the love of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the love of God
that brings us peace.
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