Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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And when he saw them, he sald,
Co show yourselves to the priests.™
As they were going they were cdleansed,

Luke 1714

If we have died with Christ Jesus
we shall also live with him;
if we persevere
we shall also reign with him.

— 2 Timothy 2:11012a
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THE GIFT OF SALVATION

Naaman and the leper who returned to Jesus saw
God’s hand in their healing. Only through God’s
intervention could they have been cured. Through this
recognition of God’s presence and action in their lives,
they grew in faith. For what are you grateful? Pause for
a moment to reflect on all of the blessings in your life.
God is the source of these many blessings—Ilife, love,
gifts, and so much more. Of all the gifts for which we
must be grateful, none is as great, or as astounding, as

the gift of salvation offered to us through Jesus Christ.

Let this sink in, not only in your mind but in your
heart. Like Naaman and the leper who returned, allow
yourself to be touched by the immense love of God
for you.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Christian liturgy has always contained an opportunity to
make a choice for sharing. From the beginning, Christians
pooled their resources, especially for the care of widows and
orphans, at the weekly Eucharist. Over the years, the collection
became detached from the liturgy and baskets or plates would
be passed through the community while the Mass was going on
at the altar, or contributions would be collected at the doors. In
Milan’s  Ambrosian Rite, these gifts have always brought to
the altar by lay people in procession. In German countries, the
ancient custom was for the entire assembly to process with their
gifts—first the men, then the women, then the priests and
deacons—to offer their gifts at the altar. The old ceremony of
canonization included a curious vestige of this procession:
people would present the pope with two loaves of bread, two
barrels of wine and water, five candles, and three cages

containing pigeons or turtledoves!
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TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Naaman, cleansed from his leprosy, returns to
Elisha and pledges his belief in and allegiance to the LORD (2
Kings 5:14-17).

Psalm — The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power
(Psalm 98).

Second Reading — Remember Jesus Christ, who was raised
from the dead. If we persevere, we shall reign with him (2
Timothy 2:8-13).

Gospel — After ten lepers are cleansed by Jesus, only one, a
Samaritan, returns to give him thanks (Luke 17:11-19).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:  Romans 1:1-7; Ps 98; G Luke 11:29-32

Tuesday:  Romans 1:16-25; Ps 19; G Luke 11:37-41

Wednesday: Romans 2:1-11; Ps 62; G Luke 11:42-46

Thursday: Romans 3:21-30; Ps 130; G Luke 11:47-54

Friday: Romans 4:1-8; Ps 32; G Luke 12:1-7

Saturday: 2 Timothy 4:10-17b; Ps 145; G Luke 10:1-9

Sunday: Exodus 17:8-13(147C); Ps 121:1-8; 2 Timothy
3:14-4:2; G Luke 18:1-8

Monday, October 13, the office will be closed in

observance of Columbus Day. .

Wednesday, October 15, Knights of Columbus meeting.
Dinner at 6:00 pm, Rosary 6:45 pm followed by the meeting
at 7:00 pm.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
May your grace, O Lord, we pray,

at all times go before us and follow after
and make us always determined

to carry out good works.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.
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