Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 14, 2024

SPEAK, LORD, WE ARE LISTENING

In today’s first reading God keeps calling out in the night to
a sleeping boy. Neither the boy, Samuel, nor his teacher, Eli,
understands who is calling. But God’s persistence convinces
them. Samuel is then ready—not ready yet to do anything, but
ready to listen. “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel
3:10).

In the Gospel Jesus is out teaching. Various people notice
him and begin to gather around. They soon become disciples
and, like the young Samuel, are ready—not ready yet to do
anything, but ready to listen. “Speak,” they say, “we are

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening (1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19).

Psalm — Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will
(Psalm 40).

Second Reading — Your bodies are members of Christ;
glorify God in your body (1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-
20).

Gospel — The first disciples saw where Jesus was staying
and they stayed with him (John 1:35-42).
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indeed be with us, and a reminder of his promise to be with us
always, to the end of the world (Matthew 28:20). Our
response—“And also with you,” soon to be “And with your
spirit”—returns to the presider this prayer for the Lord’s
presence. As we know from the scriptures, a prayer for the
Lord’s presence is no small thing, for when God comes in our
midst, God brings healing, grace, and challenge. God’s

presence transforms us.

JOY

The fullness of joy is to behold God in
everything.

speak of them as being received into “full communion.”
That means we already share a communion in faith in
many ways, including the Word of God. Many Protestant
denominations have received and revised the three-year
cycle of readings first arranged by Catholics in the early
1970s. Therefore, many of your neighbors who are not
Catholic are celebrating and reflecting on the same
readings we are savoring on most Sundays of the year.
This makes for a new spirit of cooperation among
preachers of the gospel, and gives hope that the cause of
reunion, desired by Christ, has great vitality at the table of
God’s Word, and will one day lead to unity at the table of
the Lord’s Body and Blood.
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