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God...wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.

— I Timothy 2:4
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

When the Roman Empire turned a favorable eye toward
the once-persecuted Christians, among the effects was a population
explosion in the baptismal font, as Christian sympathizers stepped
from the shadows. With more and more people becoming
Christians, laws were passed to protect Sunday as a work-free day.
Soon, it became possible to celebrate Mass later in the morning,
rather than the older custom of gathering before dawn to celebrate
Eucharist. Amazingly, despite the increasing numbers of
Christians, there was great resistance to adding to the number of
worship events; the Eucharist that began as a few friends around a
table soon was transformed into a more formal event with throngs
crowding a large hall. All the Christians in a city or town would
gather around the bishop for the one Sunday Eucharist, and only
when the crowds became unmanageable was there an impulse to
divide the assembly by splitting off a new bishop and flock.

Now, sixteen hundred years later, many parishes see a
need to trim or combine Mass schedules. This is often seen as
tough surgery. Yet our forebears in the faith would see it as a gain:
a filling up of the Eucharist with a large and vigorous assembly, a
fullness of ministry, an opportunity to make the Church more fully
visible and stronger for service.
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.PRIORITIES

Make a choice. God or money, material things,
earthly pleasure. This is what Jesus asks us to do in
today’s Gospel. The Pharisees and scribes, and many
people, want it both ways. God and wealth. But Jesus
knows that “no servant can serve two masters.” It is not
that wealth is inherently bad, but the pursuit of it to the
exclusion of what is good and righteous is. Our faith is
meant to guide and shape the way we live. If we are
followers of Jesus Christ, we will treat others,
especially the poor and vulnerable, fairly and justly. We
will live with devotion to God and let our lives speak the
truth of God’s love for all. We will put first things first,
or more precisely, put God and God’s ways first, assured

that when we do, everything else will fall into place.

Readings for today

First Reading — The Lord never forgets the sins of
those who take advantage of the poor (Amos 8:4-7).

Psalm — Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor
(Psalm 113).

Second Reading —Pray to the Lord, who wants
everyone to be saved (1 Timothy 2:1-8).

Gospel — Be trustworthy in all things. Serve God,
the only master, not mammon (Luke 16:1-13 [10-

13]).

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

O God, who founded all the commands of your
sacred Law

upon love of you and of our neighbor,
grant that, by keeping your precepts,

we may merit to attain eternal life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Coming events

September 20th: from 10:00-11:30,

Deacon Moss will resume his class.

September 28th: There will be no Mass
at St Andrew or St Regina. Father will be
at the Priests’ Study Day.

September 30th: Spaghetti Dinner at
St Regina, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm. Tickets
are $10.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Prv 3:27-34; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 8:16-18

Prv 21:1-6, 10-13;

Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44; Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13

Monday:
Tuesday:

Thursday:  Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc;
Lk 9:7-9

Friday: Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4;
Lk 9:18-22

Saturday:  Eccl 11:9 — 12:8; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17,
Lk 9:43b-45

Sunday: Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7-10; 1 Tm 6:11-16;
Lk 16:19-31

Reflection question:

How do I show love for my neighbor?
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Father Cortese
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