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If God is for us, who can be against

HISTORY OF SALVATION

The first reading today continues the “history of salvation”
narrative that we hear throughout Lent this year. Today’s story was
among the best-loved in the Jewish tradition (surely Joseph told
the story to young Jesus as he formed him in the ways of their
faith); the early fathers of the Church were very fond of it as a
means of explaining the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. The overall
tone of the first reading, psalm, and second reading seems a little
incongruous with the dazzling Gospel, until we remember that the
Transfiguration was placed as the Gospel for this Sunday precisely
to remind us of the glory that awaits those who live faithfully and
obediently to the will of God. In the life of Jesus, it is a preview of
the glory of his resurrection; for us it is a glimpse of the destiny of
those who continue, as we heard in last week’s Gospel, to repent
and believe in the Good News.

FEAST OF FAITH

The Opening Prayer

At the conclusion of the Introductory Rites of the Mass, the
presider says or chants the words “Let us pray,” followed by the
Opening Prayer. This prayer is also called a “collect” because it
gathers or “collects” the prayers of the entire assembly into one.
The Roman collects that we pray in our liturgy—noted for the
brevity, clarity, and conciseness of the Latin originals—date from a
variety of periods. Some are quite new; others reach back more
than a thousand years. They are truly treasures of our tradition.

The Opening Prayer can be divided into four main parts: 1) the
invitation, or “Let us pray”; 2) the silence that follows, during
which each member of the assembly lifts up before God his or her
own prayers; 3) the collect itself, spoken or sung by the priest; 4)
and finally the Amen, by which the assembly says, “yes,” “may it
be so,” making the prayer their own.

The collect itself almost always follows the same pattern. It
begins with an invocation to God. A petition follows, usually very
general. We ask for health, strength, wisdom, grace, forgiveness,
faith, awareness. Every collect concludes by offering the prayer to
God through Jesus Christ. With the Amen of the assembly, the
Introductory Rites of the Mass come to an end.

PASTORIAL COUNCIL METING
WEDNESDAY MARCH 10TH AFTER
FIVE PM MASS

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith
(Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18).

Psalm — | will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living
(Psalm 116).

Second Reading — If God is for us, who can be against us?
(Romans 8:31b-34).

Gospel — Jesus was transfigured before them, and his
clothes became dazzling white (Mark 9:2-10).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:  Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;
Mt 20:17-28
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday:  Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17]; Ps 19:8-11;
1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25

Alternate readings (Year A): Ex 17:3-7;

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Second Sunday of Lent; Penitential Rite for
Candidates for Full Communion

Wednesday: St. Katharine Drexel

Thursday:  St. Casimir

Friday: First Friday; World Day of Prayer;
Abstinence

Saturday:  First Saturday

Stations of the cross every
Friday at 4:30 pm during Lent

Father will be here , March
5th,19th and April 2

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

The basis of Abraham’s test in the first reading is the fact
that his neighbors followed a religious system that demanded
human sacrifice. In offering Isaac’s life on an altar of sacrifice, he
is following long-accustomed religious practice. Ancient people
accepted this because they thought that life was an
ever-renewing circle: what had been lost would be restored in
time. But here, God springs this trap and gives Abraham, Isaac,
and you and me, a future. From now on, God will provide the
sacrifice. From this point on, our lives have a direction, a purpose,
a goal.

The faithful following of Lent and its consoling,
challenging scriptures strengthens and prepares us to remember
the Lord’s passion and resurrection. Today, many parishes
welcome home the elect, men and women chosen on the First
Sunday of Lent for the Easter sacraments, from a celebration with
the bishop. The scriptures today are chosen with them in mind, to
steady their steps, to clear their vision, to strengthen their

The schedule for Easter is in the front it will have all the
dates and times for services for Lent and Holy Week .Please

pick up a copy

THE ART OF LISTENING

If you want God to listen to you when you pray,
shouldn’t you listen to God when God speaks to you?

March 7th

Lector Melissa
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