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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 13, 2020

Forgive your neighbor’s injustice; then when
you pray,
Your own sins will be forgiven.

— Sirach 28:2
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FORGIVENESS

Nearly ten years before, a son and father had
parted ways when the business they shared went
bankrupt. The son blamed the father. They did not

speak to each other again.

Then the father became seriously ill. The mother
called the son and told him he had better come soon.
The son walked sheepishly into the hospital room. The
tather motioned his son to him and whispered: “Did
you ever think you could do anything that would keep

me from loving you?”

Resentment and anger are foul things, the first
reading from Sirach tells us. Remember the last things.
Stop hating, Live by the commandments. As St. Paul

writes to the Romans, we are to live for the Lord and
die for the Lord.

Jesus’ parable in today’s Gospel reminds us of
God’s compassion. The immense sin of humanity has
been forgiven and stricken from the record. We are to

tforgive others in the same way.

SEPT. 20th 2020
LECTOR MARY

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Remember the commandments
and hate not your neighbor (Sirach 27:30 — 28:7).

Psalm — The Lotd is kind and merciful, slow to an-

ger, and rich in compassion (Psalm 103).

Second Reading — Whether we live, or whether we
die, we do so for the Lord (Romans 14:7-9).

Gospel — Forgive one another from your heart
(Matthew 18:21-35).

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Our national memory will keep September 11 holy
for generations to come, as we remember the innocent
dead. Our memories of the attack on our nation are
intertwined with memories of how we human beings
are natural symbol-makers. In one parish, as a
candlelight vigil ended, the assembly, without being
instructed, took their candles and stood shoulder to
shoulder, down the steps and along the city streets for
a quarter mile. Slowly, people came out of their houses
bearing tapers and candles. In the first hours of crisis,
we stood vigil, we prayed from the heart, and we
celebrated the human ability to draw light out of

terrible darkness.

Stories of that terrible day necessarily drift to tales
of heroism, courage, dignity, faith, solidarity, hope,
community. The church learned long ago through hard
experience that “the blood of the martyrs is the seed
of the church.” Perhaps the victims of 9/11 have gifts
to bring that we are only just discovering as believers
in a just and loving God. They are teaching us still, and
today is a day for lighting candles at the table and
being silent for a moment before the abundance of
God’s gifts. Today reminds us that we are capable of
acts of indescribable beauty even in the face of great

evil.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday:Twenty-fourth in ordinary time

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Grandparents Day;

Catechetical Sunday

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Our Lady of Sorrows

Ss. Cornelius and Cyprian

St. Robert Bellarmine

Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New
Year) 5781

St. Januarius; Blessed Virgin
Mary

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-
11; Jn 3:13-17

1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-5;

Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13; Ps 33:2-5, 12, 22;
Lk 7:31-35

1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17,
28; Lk 7:36-50

1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps 17:1bcd, 6-8b, 15;
Tk 8:1-3

1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-14;
Lk 8:4-15

Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18;
Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a
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