Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 18, 2020

“Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar,

and to God what belongs to God.”

Matthew 22:21
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WORDS AND ACTIONS

When people hear us speak God’s word,
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' they marvel at its beauty and power; when they
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1see what little impact it has on our daily lives,

i they laugh and poke fun at what we say.
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TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — The LORD said to Cyrus, his anointed, “l am the
LoRD, there is no other” (Isaiah 45:1, 4-6).

Psalm — Give the Lord glory and honor (Psalm 96).

Second Reading — Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of
the Thessalonians: We thank God always for all of you
(1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b).

Gospel — Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is
God’s (Matthew 22:15-21).

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Sadly, one of the most difficult reforms of the
Second Vatican Council for the Church to embrace
has been one of the most thorough and beautiful: the
sacrament of penance. Because it is individual and
private, it has been difficult for the changes to take
root. Sometimes a priest may be grounded in the
earlier form, and at other times the penitent may resist
the priest’s attempt to blend in the proper texts and

rituals.

Perhaps because the new form is almost identical

in structure to the old, it has been difficult to insititute.

It may also be true that with the liturgy in English
now, it is far more clear that the Eucharist, too, is a

“sacrament of reconciliation.”

It is certainly true that there are different skills and
gifts in ministry, and experienced penitents know that
not all priests are equally at ease in this sacramental
encounter. Sometimes a difficult experience can drive
people away from a liturgy that is spiritually rich and
rewarding, Yet we know that one bad meal seldom
puts people off restaurants forever: the dinner gong
tends to dispel bad memories, and so we try again.
Individual confession and absolution is for us both
treasure and tradition. If you haven’t been for a while,
consider coming back to praise God for this gift of

mercy.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

Eph 2:1-10; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 12:13-21

Eph 2:12-22; Ps 85:9ab-14; Lk 12:35-38
Eph 3:2-12; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Lk 12:39-48
Eph 3:14-21; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19;
Lk 12:49-53

Eph 4:1-6; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 12:54-59
Eph 4:7-16; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 13:1-9

Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51;

1 Thes 1:5¢-10; Mt 22:34-40

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
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LECTOR

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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St. John of Capistrano

St. Anthony Mary Claret;

Blessed Virgin Mary;

United Nations Day

Oct 25th 2020
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WEEKLY OFFERING
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