Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time TODAY’S READINGS

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
November 15. 2020 First Reading — The woman who fears the LORD is ¢ day: Thirty-third Sunday in Otdinary Time
’ to be praised (Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31).
Monday: St. Margaret of Scotland; St.
Blessed are you who fear the Lord.
{J' Gertrude
—Psalm 128:1a .
Psalm — Blessed are those who fear the Lord (Psalm ~ Tuesday: St. Elizabeth of Hungary
128). , o - .
* CHANGE OUR LIVES ) Wednesday ]PDedlcan;)r;) ofltk;e l;asmc;}slﬂ(;f S.S
. : eter and Paul; St. Rose ppine
W‘\ f The letters of Paul to the Thessalonians are among his Se‘cond Reading _ Brothers and s‘1sters, you are Duchesne
earliest writings, and are driven by his belief and the belief of the children of the 1 ight (1 Thessalonians 5:1-6). _
. v Christi itv that th ¢ Chri Saturday: The Presentation of the Blessed

entire early Christian community that the return of Christ was Gospel — Since you were faithful in small matters, I .
imminent, and that devoting time or attention to anything else was . I, 1rgin Mary
foolish & yeine will give you great responsibilities (Matthew 25:14-30 g

[14-15, 19-21]).

As time progressed, this fervor subsided a bit. Today we may

wonder, when we hear these readings about the coming end-times, USE YOUR TALENT
if we should take them to heart, if we really believe that Christ still Having only modest talent is no excuse
may come upon us as a “thief at night” (1 Thessalonians 5:2). Does READINGS FOR THE WEEK

for not using it. Think what the morning would

i Joha 11921
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this mean that we are to stop our long-range goal-setting, get rid of
our yearly calendars and planners, or stop putting money in the
college education fund? Of course not. What it does mean is that we
need to change our lives, living like children of the light and
illuminating the world around us with the light of the gospel. Then,
on that day, when the details of our daily living become
unimportant, we will be ready to find our peace and security in
Christ Jesus.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

For several weeks, we have considered penance as a sacrament of
forgiveness, and yet there are two other sacraments in this category. The
first, of course, is the Eucharist itself. The other is the sacrament of the sick,

long associated with penance.

The Letter of James sets out the deep tradition for caring for the sick:
sending for the priests, who will pray and lay their hands on the sick ones,
anointing them with oil, and giving them forgiveness. Long before other rites
of penance developed, the sacrament of the sick was ther efore a profound
experience of forgiveness. Jesus often healed the sick, neatly always as a
visible sign of forgiveness of sin. The tradition didn’t unfold smoothly,
however, and within a few centuries the oil of the sick was taken home to be
applied by caregivers as a salve, or even to be drunk as a medicine. As early
as the second century, bishops were ther efore urging that priests should be
the ones to visit those separated by illness from the Sunday assembly. Thus
the practice of consigning the Eucharist and the oil of the sick to the non-
ordained faithful to bring home was relatively short-lived.

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10
Wednesday: ~ Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28, or
(for the memorial of the Dedication)
Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Ps 98:1-0;
Mt 14:22-33
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44
Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111,
131; Lk 19:45-48
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40
Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23:1-3, 5-6;

1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46

They are happy who fear the Lord who use
their gifts and talents in the service of one
another especially poor and the needy. They
shall be known as the children of the light,

and will be ready for the Lord’s return

be like if only talented birds sang!

—Anonymous

LIVING PRAYER

Who prays as they ought will endeavor to
live as they pray.
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