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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 26, 2020
All things work for good for those who love God.
— Romans 8:28a

A SHARE IN GOD’S KINGDOM

Today concludes a three-week series of Gospel texts in which
we have listened to a total of seven parables about the Kingdom. The
believer is asked to consider the request that God made of Solomon in
today’s first reading: “Ask something of me and I will give it to
you” (1 Kings 3:5). Today’s parables about the treasure buried in the
field and the pearl of great price should prompt us to answer, “A share
in your kingdom, O God!” Today we discover that the kingdom of
God is beyond value, a priceless treasure. Unfortunately, our culture
bombards us with things that it believes are priceless treasures—the
bigger and better SUVs, anti-aging and anti-balding creams and salves,
miracle diets, and so much more. Having a share in God’s kingdom
and helping to bring about that kingdom are the greatest treasures that

we can ever hope to gain.

.TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Most parishes are now aware of the catechumenate and the
journey of new faithful in the RCIA, but this form of sacramental
initiation disappeared from view in the thirteenth century along with
many other ancient practices. Life back then was hard, and often too
short, and priests were increasingly insistent about the responsibility
of parents to baptize children in danger of death. Since everyone in
that society was under unimaginable threat from famine, warfare, and
plague, the liturgical rites changed quickly. Everyone was in danger of
death all the time. No longer were babies immersed in fonts, being
lowered into the water, although the ritual books never backed down
from immersion. Infusion was the new way, a simple pouring of a few
drops of water on the child’s forehead.

The catechumenate collapsed, being reduced to the recitation of
the Creed and an Our Father at every baptism. Amazingly, any
provision for adult baptism was shelved, so that as late as the 1950s, a
person being baptized was presumed to be an infant, unable to
answet for him or herself. Questions of creed and commitment were
put to the godparents, not to the person being baptized. Even
Dorothy Day and Thomas Merton, famous adult converts, remained
mute at their baptisms while their sponsors answered for them. In
hindsight all this appears strikingly odd, yet it was accepted as the way
things were. We have good reason to give thanks for the vigorous
reforms of the last fifty years!

TODAY’S READIN G
First Reading — Solomon prays for an
understanding heart (1 Kings 3:5, 7-12).

Psalm — Lord, I love your commands (Psalm
119).

Second Reading — All things work for good
for those who love God (Romans 8:28-30).

Gospel — The one who knows of the kingdom

of heaven brings new and old from the

storeroom

(Matthew 13:44-52 [44-46]).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 13:31-35
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13;

Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 34:2-11; Jn 11:19-27

or Lk 10:38-42

Thursday: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab; Mt 13:47-53

Friday: Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-58

Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-
34; Mt 14:1-12

Sunday: 1 s 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18;

Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time

Wednesday: ~ St. Martha

Thursday: St. Peter Chrysologus

Friday: St. Ignatius of Loyola

Saturday: St. Alphonsus Liguori;

First Saturday

First Communion

and Confirmation
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