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GOOD SEEDS

Today Jesus continues to speak to his followers using
parables. What a rich treasure we are given today in three
parables about the kingdom of heaven! The kingdom is likened
to a man sowing good seed in his field, a mustard seed, and yeast
mixed with flour. As they did last week, today the disciples press
Jesus for an interpretation of one of the parables—the parable
of the man sowing good seed. Lest we think that these parables
are simply amusing little anecdotes, Jesus’ interpretation should
be seen for what it is—a warning. Wailing and grinding of teeth
in a fiery furnace await those who are children of the evil one.
This parable points to the struggle for today’s believer.
Sometimes, through sin, we sow weeds and prevent the love of
Christ from blossoming. Let today’s Gospel help put us back on
track. Let us recommit ourselves to preparing for the last days,
the harvest, by blossoming as the good seeds we were created in

love to be.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

By the dawn of the fourteenth century, the sacrament of
confirmation was ripe for a rescue, since vast numbers of the
faithful never received it, and when it was celebrated, it was done
so in isolation from baptism and Eucharist. A bishop named William
Durandus set out to reclaim this liturgy, but he had a creative
touch and added some things into the mix that had never been
thought of before. One was a slap. Oddly, he replaced the kiss of
peace at the end of confirmation with a slap on the cheek that

III

endured to modern times. This “wake-up call” was related in his
imagination to a custom in the military, wherein ceremonies of
knighthood and investiture involved a symbolic wound as a sign of

willingness to suffer.

Within every congregation today there are people who have
memories of fretting through their confirmation liturgies, anxious
to know how enthusiastic a slap the bishop would bestow
Durandus loved symbolism and had a reason for every ritual and
practice, but his creative spin on the celebration shows how sadly
adrift confirmation was from its anchorage in baptism, how far off
-course from its home port of the eucharistic community.

TODAY’S READINGS SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
First Reading — You taught your people that Sunday: Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
those who are just must likewise be kind Monday: St. Apollinaris

(Wisdom 12:13, 16-19). Tuesday: St. Lawrence of Brindisi

Psalm — Lord, you are good and forgiving
(Psalm 80).

Wednesday: St. Mary Magdalene
Thursday:  St. Bridget

Second Reading — The Spirit comes to aid us .
Friday: St. Sharbel Makhlaf

in our weakness (Romans 8:26-27).
Saturday:

St. James

Gospel — Jesus proposes parables to the crowds,
teaching them of the reign of God

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21,
23; Mt 12:38-42
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-8; Mt 12:46-50

Wednesday:  Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17;
Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18

Thursday:  Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-11;
Mt 13:10-17
Friday: Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10-12abcd, 13;
Mt 13:18-23
Saturday: 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-6; Mt 20:20-28
Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77,
127-130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 [44-46 July126th 2020
LECTOR MARK

Decatur County
Prayer Walk Monday July 20th

WEEKLY OF

July 12th

BUDGET $1351.00
970.00

We are inviting every one to join us on Monday
July 20th at 7 pm for a monumental event thst
will make a difference in our community : the
2020 Decatur County Prayer walk.

For information contact Darala Jones
731-549-5509




