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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
JANUARY 12, 2019

A voice came from the heavens, saying, “This is my

beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.”

THIS IS MY BELOVED SON

This Sunday’s celebration of the Baptism of the Lord closes the
Christmas season. In the scriptures we see one more epiphany, or

manifestation, of the Spirit of God in Jesus—but this time it is as an adult,

rather than as a child. Jesus’ baptism also serves as the inauguration of
his prophetic mission and the messianic age.

Today’s reading from Isaiah describes God’s chosen Messiah,
upon whom God'’s spirit rests. In the Acts of the Apostles Peter says that
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power” (Acts

10:38). Finally, in the proclamation from Matthew’s Gospel Jesus’ baptism

in water goes almost unnoticed. The crucial moment comes when the
Spirit of God comes upon Jesus and a voice from heaven echoes the
words of Isaiah: “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well
pleased” (Matthew 3:17).

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Through the centuries, artists and craftspeople have depicted Jesus’
baptism in the Jordan River by John. At first in mosaics and frescoes,
and later in tapestries, stained glass, and paintings, the scene is familiar.
Jesus is standing waistlhigh in flowing water. Above him, standing on
dry land, John the Baptist pours water over Jesus. The first artists to
depict this were sketching from memory. This is exactly how most
people were baptized in the early days: as adults, standing or kneeling
in the water, with water poured over their heads.

This method of baptizing, called immersion, is the favored way
today. An adult enters a font, or an infant is lowered a bit into the
water supported by a parent’s hand, and water is poured or splashed
over them. The treasures of baptistry art attest that submersion, or
plunging beneath the water’s surface, is not really in our tradition, and
that “infusion,” the mere pouring of a few drops of water, yields too
narrow an understanding of what it means to be plunged into Christ’s
life. Jesus Christ has gone before us into the water, and waits for us
there with abundant gifts. No wonder the tradition calls for abundant
symbols!

TODAY’S READINGS
TODAY’S READINGS FOR YEAR A

First Reading — Isaiah speaks of the Servant whom the

LoRrD upholds; he shall bring forth justice to the nations

(Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7).

Psalm — The Lord will bless his people with peace (Psalm

29).

Second Reading — Jesus was anointed by God with the

Holy Spirit; he went out healing and doing good

(Acts 10:34-38).

Gospel — A voice comes from heaven proclaiming Jesus

as the beloved Son, with whom God is well pleased
(Matthew 3:13-17).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

1Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19; Mk 1:14E20
1Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;

Mk 1:21R128

1Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10;
Mk 1:29E39

1Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;
Mk 1:40E45

1Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19; Mk
2:1R12

1.Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7;

Mk 2:13R117

Sunday:ls 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-
3;Jn1:29-34

There will be a communion service
on Wednesday Jan 15th at 5PM with
Deacon Moss

In case of an emergency, and you are

needing a priest, please contact St
Mary’s at 731-668-2596 in Jacksom

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSER-
VANCES

Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord

Monday:  First Week in Ordinary Time;
St. Hilary

Friday: St. Anthony

Saturday: ~ Blessed Virgin Mary;

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
begins

The Family St. Regina helped at
Christmas sent a beautiful thank
you card for our thoughtfulness
it is on the bulletin board in the
front.

PEACE
We should have great peace

it we did not busy ourselves with

what others say and do.

Jan 19th
Lector Jeff
E/M Tom/ Ann
Usher Sal/Peach

Server Francisco

Offertory 1-5-
$1351.00
$1870.00
+$481.00

B&M
$300.00




