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Let the children come to me; do not prevent
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these.— Mark 10:14

HE EMBRACED THEM AND BLESSED THEM

Today Jesus stresses how children embody the reign of God. They
are trusting and loving and have hearts that are open to love. They are
joyful when they are made aware of God’s love for them, and are eager
to return that love. This is the model Jesus holds out to us if we want
to welcome the reign of God. We need to have open, loving hearts.
We must drop our defenses, however we came by them, and welcome
Christ’s love for us with joy. This is impossible for us on our own.
Only the grace of God will enable us to do this, but that grace is freely
and generously given. We have only to accept it.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

One of our great treasures is the way the Church has frequently
flourished under unfavorable conditions, like the grape ivy on the
mantel that refuses to die no matter how infrequently you water it or
open the drapes. Like the apartheid laws in South Africa in the last
century, the penal laws of Ireland were aimed at depriving the majority
population of basic human rights. The Protestant patliament of Ireland
enacted laws limiting the practice of Catholicism. The goal was to force
conversion from “popery” to the Church of Ireland, and additional laws
took aim at Jews, non-Anglicans, and Quakers.

There were laws against intermarriage, laws against Catholics being
lawyers (there was a one-hundred-pound fine), a law granting lifelong
income to priests who became Protestant, and a ban on weapons. In
fact, until 1793, a Catholic man had to recruit and pay a Protestant man
to serve in the local militia in his place! As if family life is not
complicated enough in any age, the sons of a deceased father could
divide his land equally, unless one became Protestant. In that case all
would go to him! When allowed, new Catholic churches had to be built
of wood, not stone, be off a main road or city square, have no steeple or
bell, and be called a “chapel.” Catholic “Emancipation” was largely
secured by 1829, but even up to the founding of the Irish State in the
1920s, some effects of the laws endured. No wonder that poor Irish
immigrants to the United States frequently built gloriously beautiful
churches as their first act on free soil!

MASS INTENTION

Carmen Navarro

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — The man said, “This one is
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this
one shall be called ‘woman’” (Genesis 2:18-24).

Psalm — May the Lord bless us all the days of
our lives (Psalm 128).

Second Reading — He who consecrates and
those who are being consecrated all have one
origin

(Hebrews 2:9-11).

Gospel — Whoever does not accept the
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it
(Mark 10:2-16 [2-12]).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Gal 1:6-12; Ps 111:1b-2, 7-9, 10c;
Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-15;
Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4
Thursday: Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-75; Lk 11:5-13
Friday: Gal 3:7-14; Ps 111:1b-6; Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-7; Lk 11:27-28

Sunday:  Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-17; Heb 4:12-13; Mk
10:17-30 [17-27]

ALL WET

To repent and not to amend is
like paying a debt by writing a

St.Regina new web address
http://streginacatholicchurch.org

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON
MONDAY OCT. 8TH FOR COLUMBUS
DAY.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

sunday: Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary
Time; Respect Life Sunday

Monday: Columbus Day; Canadian
Thanksgiving Day

Tuesday: St. Denis and Companions;
St. John Leonardi

Thursday: St. John XXIII

Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary
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EUCHARISTIC MINSTER
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Thomas /Jesus
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Francisco

OFFER

9/30/2018
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