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Through his suffering, my servant shall justify many.
— Isaiah 53:11b

TOO MUCH INFORMATION!

There is a common expression: “Too much information!” We usually
use it when people tell us details about their lives that we don’t want or
need to know. Today, when James and John ask Jesus a simple question,
making their request for places of honor in the kingdom, a simple answer
might have been in order. Instead, as he often does, Jesus answers a
question with a question; today it’s about drinking the cup of suffering.
Then, once the others are indignant over James and John’s outrageous
request, he proceeds to give them what may have been “too much
information” for followers who were simply interested in the pursuit of
glory. But this information, though it can sometimes seem “too much” for
us, is essential for our lives as disciples. In Isaiah, in Hebrews, and in Mark
today, we learn this information. It is in suffering, in weakness, in
self-giving service to others, that we come to understand the kingdom. It
is the information we need to find our place and come to be honored in
the reign of God.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

As election campaigns move into high gear, sometimes the phrase “the
Catholic vote” is heard. It’s an interesting concept, since Catholics started
out in this country as a very fragile group: fewer than forty thousand of us
at the time of the first census in 1790, and only about 2 percent of the
population by 1830. It was a priestless church for all intents and purposes,
lay-led clusters of Catholics waiting patiently for the occasional visit of a
priest, sustained by gathering when they could on Sunday for devotional
prayer like litanies and the rosary. They tried to hold on to their ancestral
faith as best they could. Archbishop Jean-Louis Cheverus told one family in
Maine to “every day say your prayers on your knees with affection, and
every Sunday gather to hear the Gospel, to pray in common, and to quiz
the children on the catechism.”

Inevitably, some became Protestant, but many more stayed Catholic
from generation to generation, with very little encouragement or
sacramental ministry from the clergy. Archbishop John Carroll, the first
American bishop, tried to make Church law flexible: shortening the length
of the fast before Communion, easing the Lenten fast, and even relaxing
the rule of Sabbath rest at harvest time. Catholicism in England had been
quietly sustained in this way for two centuries, and the first American
Catholics carried on as had their ancestors, providing a fertile soil for the
unprecedented success and phenomenal growth of the Church in our
country.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — My servant shall justify many, and
their guilt he shall bear (Isaiah 53:10-11).

Psalm — Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place
our trust in you (Psalm 33).

Second Reading — Let us confidently approach the
throne of grace to receive mercy and to find grace for
timely help (Hebrews 4:14-16).

Gospel — Whoever wishes to be first among you will
be the slave of all (Mark 10:35-45 [42-45]).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Eph 2:1-10; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 12:13-21

Tuesday: Eph 2:12-22; Ps 85:9ab-14; Lk 12:35-38

Wednesday: Eph 3:2-12; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Lk 12:39-

48

Thursday: Eph 3:14-21; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19;
Lk 12:49-53

Friday: Eph 4:1-6; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 12:54-59

Saturday: Eph 4:7-16; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 13:1-9

Sunday: Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126:1-6; Heb 5:1-6;

Mk 10:46-52

Parish council meeting was postponed until
Oct. 24th , Wednesday after Mass .

Have you checked out St Regina’s
new Web Site:

saintreginacatholicchurch.org

THE GREATEST TEST

The greatest test of courage on earth is
to bear defeat without losing heart.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time;

World Mission Sunday
Monday: St. John Paul Il

Tuesday: St. John of
Capistrano

Wednesday: St. Anthony
Claret
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"Love is the mest necessary of all virtues.
Love in the person who preaches the word
of God is like fire in a muskeL If a person
were to throw a bullet with his hands, he
would hardly make a dent anything; but if
that same person takes the same hullet &

Saturday: Blessed Virgin

Mary ignites some gunpowder behind it, it can
KilL Itis much the same with the word of
God. If itis spoken by someone who s filled
with fire of charity, the fire of love of God
& neighbor, it will work wonders"
~ St Anthony Mary Claret
ERROR-FREE

A mistake doesn’t become an error

Until | refuse to correct it.
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