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The LORD keeps faith forever, secures justice for the oppressed,

gives food to the hungry.— Psalm 146:7

THE CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP

The core vocation in the Gospel of Mark is the vocation, or call, to
discipleship. Today’s Gospel passage provides us with one last example of
what the vocation to discipleship means, and one example of what it
doesn’t mean. A destitute widow shows us that discipleship means
following Jesus’ way of service, even if it requires giving one’s livelihood
(or life). The scribes show us by their bad example that discipleship
should entail a vocation to extend God’s care to those who are most in
need.

In our reading from the book of Kings another widow and her son are
close to death. They too give what little they have, but they are rewarded
by Elijah with food enough for a year. And the reading from the Letter to
the Hebrews reminds us that Jesus sacrificed his life “to bring salvation to
those who eagerly await him” (Hebrews 9:28).

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Veterans Day began with the signing of a symbolic treaty between the
Allies and Germany ending World War | (then called the “Great War”) on
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. The
auspicious date was actually a well-established religious holiday, the
feast of Saint Martin of Tours, a beloved soldier saint of the army of
Rome. After World War Il, Armistice Day was changed to Veterans Day in
the United States and Remembrance Day in Britain, but of course the
feast of Saint Martin endures.

Martin was named after Mars, the god of war, and against the advice
of his parents he went on his own to church. He became a catechumen at
the age of ten. By fifteen he was enlisted in the cavalry in France. Coming
across a poor man, Martin had an impulse to divide his bright red
soldier’s cape and clothe him. He later had the insight that he had served
Christ, and the other half of his cape became a lifelong sign to him of his
duty to serve the poor. Housed in a tiny church capella or “chapel,” the
cape became a great object of pilgrimage on the way to Compostella,
and a favored place for the prayers of soldiers. Martin was not so eager
to serve as bishop as he had been as a soldier, and legend says that he
hid in a barn filled with geese to avoid episcopal election. To this day, the
customary meal for November 11 is goose! Traditionally, this is the last
feast day before winter closes in, and begins a period of fasting once
known as “Saint Martin’s Lent” or “Martinmas,” that later developed into
the season of Advent.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — The widow of Zarephath had only a
handful of flour and a little oil, but made a little cake for
Elijah (1 Kings 17:10-16).

Psalm — Praise the Lord, my soul! (Psalm 146).

Second Reading — Christ will appear a second time to
bring salvation to those who eagerly await him

(Hebrews 9:24-28).

Gospel — This poor widow put in more than all the other
contributors (Mark 12:38-44 [41-44]).

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time;

Veterans Day; Remembrance Day (Canada)

Monday: St. Josaphat

Tuesday: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini

Thursday:  St. Albert the Great

Friday: St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude
Saturday:  St. Elizabeth of Hungary

NOV. 18TH
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MASS INTENTION
THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED SOULS

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:
Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:
Friday:

Saturday:
Sunday:

Ti 1:1-9; Ps 24:1b-4ab, 5-6; Lk 17:1-6

Ti 2:1-8, 11-14; Ps 37:3-4, 18, 23, 27, 29;
Lk 17:7-10

Ti 3:1-7; Ps 23:1b-6; Lk 17:11-19

Phim 7-20; Ps 146:7-10; Lk 17:20-25
2Jn4-9; Ps 119:1-2, 10-11, 17-18;

Lk 17:26-37

3Jn5-8; Ps 112:1-6; Lk 18:1-8

Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16:5, 8-11; Heb 10:11-14, 18;
Mk 13:24-32

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED NOV
12TH IN HONOR OF VETRANS DAY
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