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Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass will be

at 5:00 pm on Wednesday Dec 12th.

A mass will be at St. Andrew in
Spanish at 6:30 p.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
December 9, 2018

God has commanded that every lofty mountain be made
low.— Baruch 5:7

AWAITING THE SALVATION OF GOD

The world does not seem big enough to contain the jubilation of
the first reading. In the Gospel reading, the Roman empire isn’t big
enough, either. The great powers of Rome are named and made to
stand waiting for the arrival of God’s salvation. And we find Paul
meditating joyfully on what really matters.

According to Baruch, the city of Jerusalem is like A person
standing on tiptoe looking for God’s salvation, which is coming from
the east. Those who were led away on foot, heads down, now come
back, a proud people. Why, the very way is smoothed out. The path is
lined with fragrant, lush trees.

It can’t get any better than this, can it? Well, yes, it can. For a voice
calls out in the desert. Here is the beginning of the salvation of God.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Look around most Catholic churches, and you will discover an
image of John the Baptist, often in the old baptistery, or in a
window near where the font is or was located. He has two feast
days in the calendar: one commemorating his birth, and the other
his death. There are only three nativities in our calendar: for Jesus,
for Mary, and for the Baptist. John’s birthday is reckoned according
to the schedule given in Luke’s Gospel of the angel’s announcement
to Mary. The angel tells her that her cousin Elizabeth is in the sixth
month of pregnancy, and so Mary hastens to help her. Reckoning
Christmas as December 25, we count backwards nine months to
March 25 for the Feast of the Annunciation. Then we count forward
three months to June 24 for John the Baptist’s birth. Halfway to
Christmas, his nativity gives ample reason for rejoicing in the
summer, and his symbols of fire and water are used playfully in
bonfires and dives into the sea. Even at the polar opposite of
Christmas in the calendar, the energy of Christ’s birth in the
Incarnation provides cause for rejoicing.

RICHES

Riches are the instrument of all vices, because
they render us capable of putting even our worst
desires into execution.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Take off your robe of mourning and
misery; put on the splendor of glory from God

(Baruch 5:1-9).

Psalm — The Lord has done great things for us; we are
filled with joy (Psalm 126).

Second Reading — | am confident that the one who began
a good work in you will continue to complete it until the
day of Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11).

Gospel — The winding roads shall be made straight, and
the rough ways made smooth (Luke 3:1-6).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13;

Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-
47, or any readings from the Common of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712

Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15

Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80: 2ac, 3b, 15-16,
18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7,;

Lk 3:10-18

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent

Monday: International Human Rights Day
Tuesday: St. Damasus |

Wednesday: Our Lady of Guadalupe
Thursday:  St. Lucy

Friday: St. John of the Cross

The PRE sudents will present their
Christmas program next Sunday

"'i
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MASS INTENTION
Louis Humble Jr.

YET TO DO

One never notices what has been done; one can
only see what remains to be done.

Don’t forget to make time to help next
Sunday Dec. 16th with the decorating for
Christmas . This is everyone’s church and

all should feel as part of the family

The Christmas cards for the nursing
homes are in the front .please take a
moment and sign one or two for the
seniors that they know we have not
forgotten them . The PRE students will
take the cards to the nursing homes.

Dec 16TH
Lector: Maurisio
Eucharistic Ministers: Anita /Peggy

Ushers: Michael/ Tom

Server: Jesus

Remember In Prayer

Michaelle Box, Connie Galvan,
Fr Robert Ponticello, Don Reed ,
Emanel Milligan, Chatrley Therrell,
Leonard Humble | Louis Humble St. |
Dolores Mullins



